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SUBJECT: SAG EXPRESSES INTEREST IN COAST GUARD SURVEY 

REE: JIDDA 0528 

SUMMARY: PRINCE NAIF INQUIRES ABOUT POSSIBLE SURVEY OF SAUDI 
COAST FUARD TO ASSIST FUTURE DEVELOPMENT. PROSPECT OE 
INCREASING RED SEA TRAFEIC AFTER OPENING OF SUEZ CANAL MAKES 
THIS SEEM VERY WORTHWHILE PROJECT WITH LARGE COMMERCIAL 
POTENETIAL. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN JANUARY 22 MEETING ON PROPOSED SURVEY OF MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR, DEP. MIN INTERIOR PRINCE NAIF NOTED THAT PRESENT 
PROPOSAL EXCLUDES COAST GUARD/ERONTIER FORCES, AND ASKED WHETHER 
THESE ORGANIZATIONS COULD BE INCLUDED IN SURVEY. AMBASSADOR 
REPLIED THAT COAST GUARD SURVEY WAS BEYOND EXPERTISE OE 
PROPOSED TEAM BUT THAT EMBASSY COULD INQUIRE CONCERNING 
POSSIBILITY OF USG CONDUCTING SUCH A SURVEY IN THE FUTURE. 
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2. A COAST GUARD SURVEY MAKES GOOD SENSE, AND COULD 
RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL COMMERCIAL SALES. ALTHOUGH AVCO 
IS CURRENTLY FINISHING ITS SECOND YEAR OF A THREE- YEAR 
CONTRACT TO PROVIDE MANTENANCE AND TRAINING SERVICES 
AND CONSTRUCTION OF TWO COAST GUARD BASES, WE BELIEVE NO 
SYSTEMATIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR COAST GUARD EXISTS. COAST 
GUARD BADLY NEEDS TO IMPROVE ITS SEA RESCUE CAPABILITY, 
PARTICULARLY IN JIDDA AND DHAHRAN AREAS ADJACENT TO 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS. (CRASH OF ROMANIAN AIRCRAFT AT 
NIGHT DURING THIS YEAR'S HAJJ REVEALED THAT COAST GUARD 
HAD NO EFFECTIVE AIR-SEA RESCUE CAPABILITY). MAJOR FUNCTIL 
PERFORMED NOW SEEMS TO BE DAY-TIME COASTAL PATROLLING 

AS LOOK-OUT FOR ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, PLUS SOME SMALL CRAFT 
RESCUE CAPABILITY. NEED FOR IMPROVED SEA RESCUE CAPABILITY 
WILL BECOME EVEN MORE URGENT ONCE SHIPPING RESUMES THROUGH 
SUEZ CANAL. COAST GUARD ALSO NEEDS TO IMPROVE ITS SURVEILLANCE 
CAPABILITY IN VICINTY OF EASTERN PROVINCE OIL INSTALLATIONS. 

3. COASTAL AND HARBOR AIDS TO NAVIGATION ARE AT PRESENT 
SORELY LACKING. ONE OF MOST IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
A COAST GUARD SURVEY TEAM WOULD BE FOR A FOLLOW-ON AIDS-TO- 
NAVIGATION SURVEY. (AIDS TO NAVIGATION ARE RESPONSIBILITY 

OF MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS.) FORMER AID/OPS COAST 
GUARD ADVISOR JACK CAMPBELL, NOW IN WASHINGTON PROCESSING 
FOR RETIREMENT, HAS TOLD US THAT CONTRACT FOR INSTALLING 
COASTAL AIDS TO NAVIGATION COULD EASILY EXCEED ONE HUNDRED 
MILLION DOLLARS. OPENING OF SUEZ CANAL WILL ALSO HEIGHTEN 
NEED TO REMEDY THIS DEFICIENCY, OF CONCERN TO ANY MARITIME 
NATION USING THE RED SEA AND PERSIAN GULF. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT THE DEPARTMENT CONSUL WITH U.S. 

COAST GUARD AUTHORITIES TO DETERMINE IF U.S. COAST GUARD 
WOULD BE WILLING TO SEND A TEAM TO SAUDI ARABIA FOR A DURATION 
OF SEVERAL WEEKS TO SURVEY EXISTING COAST GUARD FACILITIES 

AND DRAW UP RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT 
ACQUISITION. SURVEY WOULD INVOLVE EXTENSIVE TRAVEL ON 
BOTH COASTS TO INSPECT EXIXTING COASTAL INSTALLATIONS, PLYS 
CONSULTATION WITH COAST GUARD AUTHORITIES IN TIYADH. 

WASHINGTON CONSULTATION WITH JACK CAMPBELL, DUE TO RETIRE 
JANUARY 31, WOULD PROVIDE BEST OBTAINABLE ESTIMATE OF 
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DURATION AND COMPLEXITY OF SURVEY TASK, FROM WHICH ESTIMATES 

OF SURVEY COST MIGHT BE DERIVED. REQUEST 

WASHINGTON INFORM US OF RESULTS OF DISCUSSIONS WITH U.S. 

COAST GUARD. 

AKINS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SURVEYS, COAST GUARDS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 JAN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975JIDDA00529 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750028-0647 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 27/aaaaaxrx. tel 

Line Count: 112 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 JIDDA 0528 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: buchantO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 AUG 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <08 DEC 2003 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAG EXPRESSES INTEREST IN COAST GUARD SURVEY 
TAGS: PINS, EAID, SA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



